
 

 M 
APM 

516 
 

 
 

MINUTES of the ASPENDEN ANNUAL PARISH MEETING held on Tuesday 21st MAY 2024 at 7.00pm in THE 
FOX ASPENDEN 
 
Present   Cllr Richard Blackburn (Chair) Cllr Stuart Chambers    

Cllr Tom Poulton  Cllr Joe Murphy      
PCSO Paul Dearman 

   Neil Cutis (ASPCC) 
   County Councillor Sue Nicholls 
   0 members of the public 
 
Officer attending  Denise Anderson (Clerk) 

 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Cllr Devonshire due to work commitments. 

 
2. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2023 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 2nd May 2023 having been circulated previously, 
were before the meeting and signed as a correct record.  
 

3. ASPENDEN PARISH COUNCIL CHAIR’S REPORT 
The current serving Parish Councillors are: 
1. Richard Blackburn 
2. Stuart Chambers 
3. Tracy Devonshire 
4. Joe Murphy 
5. Thomas Poulton 
Cllr Andrew Huggins was co-opted onto the Parish Council in May 2023 and unfortunately had to resign 
in February 2024 due to work commitments. 
Cllr Joe Murphy was co-opted on to the Parish Council in February 2024. 
Five Parish Council meetings have taken place since my last report in May 2023: 

• 23rd May 2023; 

• 25th July 2023; 

• 26th September 2023; 

• 21st November 2023; 

• 27th February 2024 
Full details of all meetings can be found on the Parish Council website www.aspendenpc.org.uk 
My thanks to Denise Anderson, our Parish Clerk, who spends some considerable time in ensuring the 
Parish Council runs smoothly and efficiently. 
Below is a general update on the various activities of the Parish Council and the issues it has been 
involved with over the past year: 
 
Village Green Matters 
Litter Picking 
Jeff Poulton has continued to provide this much valued service throughout the year. 
Clear Up 
A team of residents led by Cllr Poulton & Cllr Chambers tidied up the Village Green and restocked the 
Planters in June. 
Trees 
A health & safety tree survey was commissioned in November 2023 and a number of recommended 
works were identified and these were completed in full in April 2024. 
A fallen tree on the Village Green has been kindly made into a natural bench by Murray Cheetham. 
 
 

http://www.aspendenpc.org.uk/
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Play Area 
With the unprecedented rainfall this year the play area has been flooded for some considerable time.  
Residents do recall previous instances of flooding however nothing on the scale we are currently 
seeing.  We are working towards finding a solution to the drainage problem and will provide an update 
once we have determined the best course of action to take.   
Dog Bin 
A new dog bin has been purchased for the Village Green and this will be installed over the coming 
weeks. 
 
Planning 
A further planning application submitted by Countryside Partnerships Home Counties North 
comprising 350 dwellings on land east of the A10 was refused by East Herts in February 2024.  The 
applicants have submitted an appeal and we understand an Inspector has been appointed and the 
inquiry will open on the 16 July 2024 at a venue to be determined. 
Dandara Phase 2 
Phase 2 was completed and occupied without agreement between the Developers and East Herts in 
respect of satisfying the planning conditions relating to the highway works which were to be completed 
before occupation.  This matter was raised with East Herts and we understand Planning Enforcement 
are looking into the issue.   
In respect of the highways works, which are to be documented via a S278 Agreement, we are advised 
by East Herts and HCC that discussions are continuing with the developer to satisfy pre-
commencement conditions.  We will keep you updated on the timing of the works. 
We understand the section of Aspenden Road from the A10 flyover to Fairfield will be resurfaced by 
Dandara’s highway contractor, under the S278 Agreement. 
We have also expressed our concern over any proposed road closures whilst the works are carried out 
stating that to shut Aspenden Road during normal working hours should not be an option for 
consideration.  Hopefully common sense will prevail and a safe and workable solution can be found. 
 Highways 
The section of Aspenden Road from Fairfield up to London Road junction does not form part of the 
Dandara’s S278 works and we understand from Cllr Jeff Jones that is has been added to the Integrated 
Work Programme for future resurfacing.  We await an update on timing of these works. 
We have also raised with both East Herts and HCC the poor condition of the road between Aspenden 
& Westmill – we are advised that as the road is unclassified there is no urgency to undertake any 
repairs. 
We would recommend residents continue to report pot holes, broken surfaces etc. through the East 
Herts website: https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/highways-parking/report-street-light-or-pothole 
A507 Update 
HCC have agreed to implement the proposed weight limit restriction along the A507, effectively 
banning over 7.5T HGVs from the Buntingford A10 Roundabout to the Clothall Road, South Road and 
Wallington Road Roundabout at Baldock.  HGV traffic will be rerouted to the A602 and A505.  There 
will be an “except for access” arrangement in place allowing deliveries and operational needs of 
business and farms.  Works will begin in two phases as follows: 
 

• Phase 1 – the installation of advisory signs on smaller roads in and around the A507 to inform HGV 
drivers that they are ‘unsuitable for HGVs’; 

 

• Phase 2 – the installation of the formal weight restriction signs on the A507; 
 

Further information can be found on www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/A507WeightRestrictions 
 
Diary Dates 
Thursday 6th June 2024 – Commemoration to mark the 80th Anniversary of D Day at St Mary’s Church, 
Aspenden from 7.30pm 
Sunday 4th August – Aspenden Fete 
 
Rosemary Poulton 
Finally, it is with much sadness to report the recent passing of Rosemary Poulton, a much loved and 
long-term resident of the Village.  A funeral service celebrating Rosemary’s life was held on Wednesday 
8th May 2024 at St Mary’s Church. 

https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/highways-parking/report-street-light-or-pothole
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/A507WeightRestrictions
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4.  REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR JEFF JONES 
No report 

5.        REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR SUE NICHOLLS 
Vistry Appeal date set for 16, 17, 18, 23, 24 and 25 July at the Council Chamber, Wallfields. 
Vistry have appealed the planning application for 350 homes on land east of the A10 on the grounds 
of non-determination. East Herts Council have appointed a KC and 2 technical experts to appear on 
behalf of the council. There are robust grounds for refusal and on top of principle objections that this 
is a speculative development outside of the district plan and neighbourhood boundaries the council 
has appointed to experts who can robustly defend the 5.95-year land supply and argue the case on 
grounds of density and design incursion into the surrounding landscape and that it is unsustainable 
development. 
Swimming Pool 
I see from the agenda that Aspenden Parish Council are proposing a letter of support for the swimming 
pool community ownership fund – thank you for that it’s this kind of support from local councils that 
will make a difference in the application process. 
There is now a developing business plan in place and trustees have been appointed as part of the Ward 
Freman Pool Community Interest Organisation. Fundraising events have so far raised over £2000 and 
many people have come forward from the community to offer their skills, knowledge and time to 
support the campaign to reopen the pool. The best chance is to apply for a Government Community 
Ownership Fund grant which can award up to £1M to fund work to carry out work to save facilities 
that are at risk of being lost. The final round of funding for this is now open (the closing date hasn’t 
been announced yet). Herts County Council have also agreed in principle to transfer ownership of the 
pool building to the community which is good news. 
Planning Application for 600 homes on west side of the A10 
East Herts Council have received notification (today) that Hallam Land Management have lodged the 
first of 3 planning applications for development on land west of the A10. The first application is the 
residential/local centre and school development (outline) which has been submitted today and the 
following sites are anticipated to come forward for submission in the coming weeks for a solar farm 
and an employment centre. 
East Herts Planning have not had any formal pre-application input into these speculative schemes and 
there is no planning performance agreement between the parties which binds the LPA (and applicant) 
to proactively work together on resolving technical issues, improving the quality of development 
irrespective of the principle of development. It is likely, the applications will be processed with 
minimum back and forth between the LPA and applicant with a view to reaching prompt 
determinations. 
Development Management Forum (DMF) – Taylor/Wimpey planning application for around 200 
houses and medical centre  
There is a new part of the East Herts planning process for proposed developments of 50 or more 
houses. It is an opportunity for local residents and stakeholders to hold a one-off meeting (DMF) with 
the applicant with East Herts Planning Officers present. It is a chance to raise issues and concerns 
associated with the planning proposal and to discuss any suggestions there might be to improve the 
application. My application, which included a 25-signature petition to show support from the 
community, has been successful and a date for the meeting is in the process of being finalised (likely 
to be in the second or third week of June).    

 
6. REPORT FROM HERTFORDSHIRE POLICE – PCSO PAUL DEARMAN 

PCSO Paul Dearman provided a Year-on-Year summary graph (below), with overall crime low for the 
past 2 years. 
PCSO Paul Dearman explained that Herts Connected has replaced OWL as the method of online 
communication between Police and local residents. We had around 44 local people signed up to OWL, 
but now we only have 3 people registered in Aspenden on the new system and he encouraged the 
Parish Council to ‘spread the word’. The Clerk will put an update on the Parish Council website and 
noticeboard. 
Cllr Blackburn asked if he could set up an Aspenden Neighbourhood Watch. PCSO Dearman said he 
could. 
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7. REPORTS FROM VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS 
Aspenden Standon & Puckeridge Cricket Club - Neil Curtis (ASPCC Secretary) 
In 2023, Aspenden Standon & Puckeridge cricket club played Saturday league cricket in Cambridgeshire 
Cricket Association Junior Division 2 South for a third season.  A wet start to spring meant the club were 
unable to play the two planned friendly matches in April.  Happily, the weather was reasonably kind for 
the rest of the season so only two more games were not played because of unfavourable conditions.  A 
tense one run win away at Ashdon in the first league game rather set the tone for the year as many of 
our matches were very tightly contested.  The team won by 3 runs at Whittleford, lost to Barrington by 
8 runs, Birchanger by 2 wickets and Barley by 1 wicket. 
 

Overall, in 13 completed league games, Aspenden Standon & Puckeridge CC won 7 and lost 6.  Crucially, 
league winners Ashwell conceded their home fixture against us, providing an unexpected 20 points.  The 
club finished third in a 9-team division, 7 points above the fourth placed team, and were promoted to 
Junior Division 1 South.  A total of 21 players participated in at least one match, although a core 8 played 
10 or more of the 13 games.  For the first time in living memory Michael Strange didn’t play an Aspenden 
game in 2023, although he contributed to the club in many other ways and will be back in 2024. 
 

The standout batting performance of the 2023 season was 104 by Jon Steel against Whittlesford, setting 
up a 50-run victory.  Jon also made two fifties.  Other top scoring innings were Reece Fitzgerald with 78 
against Barrington, Luke Clifton 63 not out also against Barrington, and Scott Caine 62 versus Barley. 

 

The highest numbers of wickets taken in an innings was 6 for 24 runs by Captain Clark Baxter at home to 
Birchanger, leading to a comfortable victory, and 5 wickets for 19 runs from Scott Caine away at Barley 
in a narrow loss.  Four wicket hauls were also achieved by Ben Surry (twice, 4-11 and 4-26), Charlie Peace 
(4-9), Aaron Ricketts (4-13) and Rob Devonshire (4-23). 

 

The start to the 2024 season has been interesting.  Once again playing an April friendly game, before the 
start of the league in May, was impossible due to wet conditions on the Green.  The club has had had a 
great start to new Captain Luke Clifton’s second spell at the helm, with two victories from two games in  
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CCA Junior Division 1 South, against Newport and Ashwell.  The second of these matches had to be 
switched to be played at Ashwell’s ground because the Aspenden pitch was not ready.  The damp square 
had prevented the required preparation of the pitch and the outfield towards the play park was still very 
boggy.  The flooding of that area of the Green is concerning.  However, provided the weather isn’t too 
wet for the remainder of May, we should be ready to play our next scheduled home fixture on 1 June. 

 

The cricket club has a slightly larger squad than in recent seasons, with two new players joining in the 
middle of last season, and have two highly talented young players.  I’m sure there will still be the odd 
game when we struggle to get 11 players.  The problems of a summer game, with people going on holiday 
or attending weddings/stag dos. 

 

The cricket club are indebted to the new Pavilion Management Committee for the running of the pavilion 
and the people who have done or arranged remedial work.  A small cricket club like ours struggles 
financially so support from local businesses is most welcome.  The club thanks Baron Brewing, Blakeney 
Motor Sports, Johnson Elborne, Alswick Hall Farms, Triform Brickwork, and SJS Plumbing and Heating for 
sponsorship. 

 

Village support, or heckling from the benches, at Saturday home fixtures would be most welcome and 
players would be happy to talk about key moments of games in the Fox afterwards. 

https://www.aspcc.co.uk      https://asandp.play-cricket.com/home 
 

Aspenden Village Fund – Steve Parlor (Treasurer Aspenden Village Fund) 
The Aspenden Village Fund (AVF) charity was entered onto the Register of Charities on 14 October 2019. 
Registered Charity Number: 1185788.  

 
The Purposes and Objects of the AVF are: 
1. The advancement of community development - to promote rural regeneration and local volunteering; 
2. The advancement of health and saving of lives; 
3. The relief of those in need, by reasons of ill-health, disability or other disadvantage.  

 
AVF attempts to raise funds to: 
1. Organise and run the Aspenden village Fete. 
2. Help with maintenance and improvement of a children’s play area on the Village Green. 
3. Donate to other selected Charities which have a connection to the Village and its residents, such as 
Parkinson’s UK and the Buntingford Food Bank.  

 
In order to carry out our Purposes, the AVF will organise local village events (i.e. Aspenden Autumn Ball) 
to raise funds in order to help with the organisation and running costs of the annual Village Fete. The 
second Ball on 30th September 2023 was a huge success, with 180 guests in attendance. Through 
everyone’s generosity we have donated nearly £3,000 to our chosen charities.   

 
The AVF is run by a committee of 7 volunteers, five of which are long term residents of the Village. Of 
these, four are appointed Trustees, two of which are long term residents of the Village and two have a 
long-standing connection to the Village. A member of the Committee is also Chair of the Parish Council.  

 
Looking to 2024, we are planning on re-instating a Village Fete on Sunday 4th August and a 3rd Autumn 
Ball on Saturday 12th October 2024.  

 
Anyone interested in either volunteering to help with the organisation of the Fete or Ball or who would 
like to be a named Sponsor of the event can contact:  
Steve Parlor Treasurer Aspenden Village Fund STEPHEN.PARLOR@sky.com Mobile: 07792 204571 
 
The Fox Petanque Team – Steve Parlor 
The Fox Petanque Team is a Petanque team representing the Fox Pub in Aspenden. We were one of 9 
teams competing in one division within the Independent Petanque League. Details on the League; 
results, schedule of games, rules etc can be found on the Independent Petanque League website. We 
normally play our matches on a Wednesday evening; either home or away, from 7.30 until 10.30pm, 
from April -September. Each Team within the League will play a Home and Away match against each of 
the opposing teams. The Fox Petanque Team Captain is Steve Parlor who selects his weekly team of 6  

https://www.aspcc.co.uk/
https://asandp.play-cricket.com/home
mailto:STEPHEN.PARLOR@sky.com
http://independentpetanqueleague.weebly.com/
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from a squad of 13 persons. Selection is mainly made on availability rather than talent…whilst we want 
to naturally win, we don’t take ourselves too seriously. We have had 2 supporting publicans during the 
2023 season, who kindly provided the post-match food for both home and visiting teams.  
 
During 2023, we played 16 matches, won10 and lost 6. The League is calculated on points won rather 
than games won. We finished a narrow 3rd place just losing out on 2nd place in the last game! It was a 
tremendous season played in a very friendly manner. We’ve received a few new expressions of interest 
to be part of the Squad for 2024 and look forward to another successful season.  
 
Since the end of the 2023 season, The Fox pub has a new landlord, Jim Hemmings; who also co-runs the 
Bell pub in Standon. He has continued his support of the team for 2024.   
Anyone interested in being part of The Fox Petanque team can contact me 
at STEPHEN.PARLOR@sky.com or 07792 204571.  
 
Pavilion Management Committee (PMC) – Richard Blackburn 
Following the retirement of Gordon Devonshire and Steve Merriman, an interim Committee was formed 
in January 2024 comprising Tracy Devonshire (acting Chair), Denise Anderson (acting Treasurer), Richard 
Blackburn (acting Secretary) & Mark Pankhust (General Committee member). 
The interim committee was formed to manage the Pavilion whilst options are explored to secure the 
long-term future of the Pavilion. 
 
The PMC is a registered charity [Charity No: 800714] and the following trustees were appointed: Mark 
Pankhust & Richard Blackburn.  
 
The interim committee has met three times and has instigated the following: 

• Charity Commission reporting up to date; 

• Commenced the transfer of Barclays bank mandates to the new interim committee and will seek to 
transfer the account to Lloyds when completed; 

• Reduced utility costs (water & electricity); 

• Funded maintenance including new toilets, flooring, & lighting repairs; 

• Regularised the agreement with Aspenden, Standon & Puckeridge Cricket Club; 
 
I would like to express our thanks to Chris Newman who has carried out a number of the recent repairs 
in his own time and I would like also to thank the members of Aspenden, Standon &. Puckeridge Cricket 
Club for their time and effort spent in clearing out the Pavilion and for giving the inside a coat of paint. 
In addition, I would like to extend our thanks to both Gordon and Steve for their long-term contribution 
to the upkeep and running of the PMC. 

 
8. OPEN SESSION 

 
There being no questions or further business the Annual Parish Meeting closed at 8.00pm  

 

 

Signed ___________________________________________________ 
 

 
Date _____________________________________________________ 

 

mailto:STEPHEN.PARLOR@sky.com

