Aspenden Parish ™ .,

MINUTES of the ASPENDEN ANNUAL PARISH MEETING held on TUESDAY 2™ MAY 2023 at 7.00pm in THE
FOX

Present Clir Richard Blackburn (Chairman) Cllr Tracy Devonshire
Cllr Stuart Chambers Clir Tom Poulton
PCSO Paul Dearman
Neil Cutis (ASPCC)
Steve Merriman (Pavilion Committee Treasurer/Secretary)

2 members of the public
Officer attending Denise Anderson (Clerk)

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None

2. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2022
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 24" May 2022 having been circulated previously,
were before the meeting and signed as a correct record.

3. ASPENDEN PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The current serving Parish Councillors are:
1. Richard Blackburn
Stuart Chambers
Tracy Devonshire
Thomas Poulton
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Andrew Huggins

Clir Steve Kennedy resigned in October 2022 and we would like to thank him for his contribution whilst a
Parish Councillor.

Five Parish Council meetings have taken place since my last report in May 2022:

o 24 May 2022

o 26 July 2022

e 27™ September 2022
e 22" November 2022
e 28" February 2023

Full details of all meetings can be found on the Parish Council website www.aspendenpc.org.uk

My thanks to Rob and Emerald Devonshire for kindly hosting the Parish Council meetings at The Fox for the
past few years and we wish them well in their new venture. We hope to continue with this arrangement
when The Fox is under new management, and will keep you posted.

My thanks also to Denise Anderson, our Parish Clerk, who spends some considerable time in ensuring the
Parish Council runs smoothly and efficiently.

Below is a general update on the various activities of the Parish Council and the issues it has been involved
with over the course of the past year:

Village Green Benches

Two new benches commemorating Cyril Berry and the late Maxie Franklin have been placed on the Village
Green. Our thanks to Chris Newman who kindly undertook their installation in his free time and at no cost
to the Parish Council.


http://www.aspendenpc.org.uk/

488

Village Signs & Planters

Two new Village Gateway signs have been installed on Aspenden Road and our thanks to Councillor Jeff Jones
for arranging this on our behalf. Our thanks go once again to Chris Newman for building and fixing four large
planters which are now full of bulbs, thanks to Stuart & Jenny, and Tom for providing top quality soil.

Village Bulb Planting & Autumn Clean Up

Over a thousand bulbs were planted throughout the village on Sunday 30" October together with a general
tidy up of the village. Help on the day came from Jennie, Stuart & Janet, Ellie & Barnaby, Mike, his children
and Sarah & Hugo.

Village Green Litter Picking

Unfortunately, East Herts have ceased to provide funding for our litter picker, Jeff Poulton. The Parish Council
has however decided to provide funding so the service can continue and there should be no change to the
current arrangements.

Queen’s Jubilee

Sara Poulton and Elizabeth Huggins organised a family picnic on the Village Green to commemorate the
Queen’s Jubilee and the Parish Council funded the hire of the Bouncy Castle. The party also celebrated Jimmy
Shambrook’s 90t Birthday.

Clir Stuart Chambers also kindly organised the planting of a Lilac tree & commemorative plaque.

Queen Elizabeth I

Aspenden Parish Council was deeply saddened by the death of HRH Queen Elizabeth Il and a one-minute
silence was observed at the start of the Parish Council meeting on 27" September 2022 in her memory.

Clir Tracy Devonshire kindly represented the Parish Council at the Civic Service of Remembrance and
Celebration of the life of Her late Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il at St Peters Church, Buntingford on Sunday 18th
September 2022.

Kings Charles III’'s Coronation

St Mary’s Church and the Parish Council will be hosting an afternoon tea party with children’s games on
Monday 8" May 2023 to commemorate and celebrate King Charles II’s Coronation which will take place at
St Mary’s Church from 2.30pm — 4.30pm.

Glyn Jones
It is with much sadness to report the passing of Glyn Jones, a much loved and long-term village resident. A
service celebrating Glyn’s life was held on Tuesday 7™ March at St Mary’s Church.

Planning
East Herts refused consent for the proposed development of 350 houses, a new A10 junction and 4,400 sqm
of commercial space on land east of the A10 (3/22/1151/FUL) stating the proposals would:

e encroach into the rural area beyond the settlement boundary to the detriment of the character,

appearance of the area;

e represent an unsustainable form of development;

e have an adverse impact upon the adjoining occupiers;

e give rise to severe impact upon the highway network

Dandara Phase 2

Construction of Phase 2 has progressed, however to date, no agreement has been reached between the
Developers and East Herts in respect of satisfying the planning conditions relating to the proposed highway
works which will need to be completed before first occupation. We understand the Developers are seeking
to close Aspenden Road whilst the works are carried and we have lodged our objection to this proposal.
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Highways

The poor condition of Aspenden Road is well documented and we are continually reporting pot holes, and
broken surfaces etc. to East Herts who seem only to undertake patch repairs which do not last. The significant
amount of increased traffic using Aspenden Road and Westmill Road due to the on-going London Road works,
has only made the situation worse. We have raised this with ClIr Jeff Jones who has assured us that once the
London Road works are completed, a more permanent solution will hopefully be found.

In addition, with the narrowing of the access from two lanes to one, at the junction of Aspenden Road and
London Road, we have raised the dangerous issue of parking between Luynes Drive and Nut Slip — again, we
are advised that this will be reviewed once the London Road works are complete.

A507 Update

Following further consultation, Hertfordshire County Council have agreed to extend the area covered by the
proposed weight limit restriction along the A507, effectively banning over 7.5T HGVs, from the Buntingford
A10 Roundabout to the Clothall Road, South Road and Wallington Road Roundabout at Baldock. HGV traffic
will be rerouted to the A602 and A505. Appropriate signage will be placed at key locations. There will be an
“except for access” arrangement in place allowing deliveries and operational needs of business and farms. A
consultation period is open and closes on 12™ March 2023. Subject to feedback, the scheme is likely to
commence Summer 2023.

4, REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR JEFF JONES
No report

5. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR ANDREW HUGGINS
No report

6. REPORT FROM HERTFORDSHIRE POLICE — PCSO PAUL DEARMAN

Aspenden Year on Year PCSO Paul Dearman had circulated a summary of
crimes reported in Aspenden over the past 3 years.
AUl 2021 WANNUALZ12  mAnnu 2223 Recorded crime in the past 12 months is lower than

for the same period in the previous 2 years but he
couldn’t offer any explanation as to the reason.

0 He explained that Violence Against the Person could
8 be ‘shouting’ or a domestic incident within the
house.

OWL (Neighbourhood Watch)
44 registered addresses in Aspenden
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7. REPORTS FROM VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS

Aspenden Standon & Puckeridge Cricket Club - Neil Curtis (ASPCC Secretary)

Aspenden Standon & Puckeridge cricket club enjoyed a second full Saturday league season in 2022, following
the 2020 pandemic disruption, although still with some COVID changes in place. The cricket tea for league
matches was still on hold. This is a disappointment to some, although the majority of the Aspenden players
are quite happy with the new status quo.
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The club have now played in Cambridgeshire Cricket Association Junior Division 2 South for two full seasons,
having previously competed in the Herts and Essex Cricket League. Junior 2 South seems to be the right level
for the current team. In a rather inconsistent season, the club finished 7th of 10 teams in 2022, a little of a
disappointment after finishing 3rd equal in a 9-team division in 2021. The 18 league matches yielded 7 wins
and 11 loses. An emphatic win in the final game of the season ensured Aspenden avoided relegation. The
regular pre-season friendly in April against North Weald CC added another victory to the season's tally.

| won't trouble you with endless details of match results other than to say you can view scorecards on the
club website or on the ECB play-cricket website. However, it would be remiss of me not to acknowledge our
standout performerin 2022 and a few other highlights. Reece Fitzgerald topped both the batting and bowling
averages, scoring 460 league runs and taking 35 wickets. Other notable season landmarks included Luke
Clifton scoring his 10,000th run for the club as well as his 100th not out, John Albon celebrated his 600th
wicket, Lewis Fitzgerald took his 150th wicket, current captain Clark Baxter played his 400th club game and
wicket keeper Neil Curtis effected his 100th stumping.

A group of players visited The Netherlands in June for the annual "cup" match against Savion. Aspenden visit
the Dutch every other year with Asvion coming here in between. | believe a good game was had and a
number of the local beverages sampled. Reece Fitzgerald continued his fine form with 100 not out. However,
in an even game, the cup was shared as rain prevented Asvion completing their innings.

Unfortunately, lack of players willing or able to play two matches at the weekend has meant there were no
Aspenden Sunday friendly games played in 2022.

Our first league match of the 2023 season is on 13 May, with our first home league game the following
Saturday. The wet condition of the pitch, after a particularly wet March, has prevented the two planned April
home pre-season friendly fixtures.

Off the pitch, the cricket club committee has had a change in chairperson. Gordon Devonshire stood down
last year after many years of effective leadership of the committee. Suzie Strange has kindly taken on the
role. We look forward to advice from Gordon, both in the running of the club and good-natured heckling
from the benches during games.

The club are indebted to the Pavilion Management Committee, and in particular Steve Merriman and Gordon
Devonshire, for maintaining the pavilion for many years. We hope a new arrangement under the umbrella
of the Parish Council will allow cricket to continue to be played on the green.

We enjoy our matches, win or lose, and particularly enjoy talking through the ups and downs of village cricket
over a drink at The Fox after games. Rob Devonshire and the Fox team have been most welcoming. The club
very much hope to build a good rapport with whoever takes over the pub when Rob and Emerald’s
stewardship finishes. By the way, fixture cards are available at the bar. The Aspenden Standon & Puckeridge
cricket team would welcome your support.

Links: https://www.aspcc.co.uk https://asandp.play-cricket.com/home

Aspenden Village Fund — Steve Parlor (Treasurer Aspenden Village Fund)

The Aspenden Village Fund (AVF) charity was entered onto the Register of Charities on 14 October 2019.
Registered Charity Number: 1185788.
The Purposes and Objects of the AVF are:

1. The advancement of community development - to promote rural regeneration and local volunteering;
2. The advancement of health and saving of lives;
3. The relief of those in need, by reasons of ill-health, disability or other disadvantage.

AVF attempts to raise funds to:

1. Organise and run the Aspenden village Fete.


https://www.aspcc.co.uk/
https://asandp.play-cricket.com/home
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2. Help with maintenance and improvement of a children’s play area on the Village Green.
3. Donate to other selected Charities which have a connection to the Village and its residents, such as
Parkinson’s UK and the Buntingford Food Bank.

In order to carry out our Purposes, the AVF will organise local village events (ie. Aspenden Autumn Ball) to
raise funds in order to help with the organisation and running costs of the annual Village Fete. The inaugural
Ball on 14 Sep 2019 was a huge success. During COVID we had to suspend all AVF activity.

The AVF is run by a committee of 7 volunteers, five of which are long term residents of the Village. Of
these, four are appointed Trustees, two of which are long term residents of the Village and two have a
long- standing connection to the Village. A member of the Committee is also Chair of the Parish Council.

The planning and organisation of a second Aspenden Village Ball on 30 September 2023 is well under way.
We currently have 188 people signed up for the event with an exciting array of auction and raffle prizes.

Anyone interested in either volunteering to help with the organisation of the Ball or who would like to be a
named Sponsor of the event can contact:
Steve Parlor, Treasurer Aspenden Village Fund STEPHEN.PARLOR@sky.com Mobile: 07792 204571

The Fox Petanque Team — Steve Parlor

The Fox Petanque Team is a Petanque team representing the Fox Pub in Aspenden. We are one of 10 teams
competing in one division within the Independent Petanque League. Details on the League; results,
schedule of games, rules etc. can be found on the Independent Petangue League website. We normally
play our matches on a Wednesday evening; either home or away, from 7.30 until 10.30pm, from Apr-Sep.
Each Team within the League will play a Home and Away match against each of the opposing teams. In
addition to league matches, the league also runs a Knock Out competition; including a Plate competition for
the first-round losers. The Fox Petanque Team Captain is Steve Parlor who selects his weekly team of 6
from a squad of 12 persons. Selection is mainly made on availability rather than talent...whilst we want to
naturally win, we don’t take ourselves too seriously. The publican of the Fox, Mr Robert Devonshire, kindly
provides the gravel piste at the pub. He also, makes available to the teams whilst playing refreshments and
a post-match light meal.

During 2022, we played 18 matches, won16 and only lost twice. The League is calculated on points won
rather than games won, so despite us beating the eventual winning team at both home and away, we
fished a narrow 2! It was a tremendous season played in a very friendly manner. We’ve received a few
new expressions of interest to be part of the Squad for 2023 and look forward to another successful
season.

A point of note is that we have been advised that the current publican has terminated his contract with the
Brewers that own The Fox. We look forward to welcoming the new publican once one is recruited and
installed. It is hoped that the new publican will continue to support the playing of Petanque at The Fox.

Anyone interested in being part of The Fox Petanque team can contact me at STEPHEN.PARLOR@sky.com
or 07792 204571.

Pavilion Committee —Steve Merriman (Treasurer/Secretary)
The responsibility of the Pavilion is being handed over to the Parish Council.
They are currently dealing with the water leak.

Clir Blackburn confirmed that he would be putting a report to the Parish Council to consider with regard to
taking over the administration of the Pavilion.


mailto:STEPHEN.PARLOR@sky.com
http://independentpetanqueleague.weebly.com/
mailto:STEPHEN.PARLOR@sky.com
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8. OPEN SESSION
The question of the maintenance around the edge of the Village Green was raised. It was agreed that
after the end of ‘No Mow May’ Parish Councillors Stuart Chambers and Tom Poulton would liaise to

organise getting this done.

There being no questions or further business the Annual Parish Meeting closed at 7.45pm

Signed

Date




