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MINUTES of the ASPENDEN ANNUAL PARISH MEETING held on TUESDAY 24th MAY 2022 at 7.00pm in THE 
FOX 
 
Present   Cllr Richard Blackburn (Chairman) Cllr Tracy Devonshire (Vice Chairman) 
   Cllr Stuart Chambers   Cllr Steve Kennedy    
   County Councillor Jeff Jones 

PCSO Paul Dearman 
 
   3 members of the public 
 
Officer attending  Denise Anderson (Clerk) 

 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr Andrew Huggins 
Cllr Thomas Poulton 
Neil Curtis ASPCC Secretary 

 
2. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2021 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 25th May 2021 having been circulated previously, 
were before the meeting and signed as a correct record.  
 

3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 The current serving Parish Councillors are: 

1. Richard Blackburn 
2. Stuart Chambers 
3. Tracy Devonshire 
4. Andrew Huggins 
5. Steve Kennedy 
6. Thomas Poulton 
 
Three Parish Council meetings have taken place since my last report in May 2021: 

• 12th August 2021 

• 30th November 2021 

• 8th February 2022 
Full details of all meetings can be found on the Parish Council website www.aspendenpc.org.uk 
 
My thanks to Rob and Emerald Devonshire for kindly hosting the Parish Council meetings at The Fox. 
 
My thanks also to Denise Anderson, our Parish Clerk, who spends some considerable time in ensuring 
the Parish Council runs smoothly and efficiently. 
 
I have highlighted a number of matters that have arisen over the course of 2021/2022 below: 
 
Dandara Phase 2 - disappointingly East Herts Development Management Committee resolved to 
grant planning permission for Phase 2 of the Dandara development (3/20/1950/FUL).  The Parish 
Council submitted a number of objections during the consultation period including an email in 
response to the final recommendation discussed at the Development Management Committee on 
the 2nd March 2022. 
Controlled signaling will be introduced along Aspenden Road to regularise the passing traffic at the 
narrow bend just past the entrance to the development together with a new informal pedestrian 
crossing close the junction Luynes Drive. The Council in approving the application have imposed a 
condition that the highway works be implemented before first occupation, despite being asked to  

http://www.aspendenpc.org.uk/
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consider they be completed before construction commences.  A Construction Management Plan will 
need to be approved prior to the commencement of any works, and will include details of: 
 

• Construction vehicle numbers, type and routing; 

• Access arrangements to site; 

• Traffic management requirements; 

• Construction and storage compounds, including areas designated for car parking, loading/unloading 
and turning areas; 

• Details of wheel washing facilities; 

• Cleaning of site entrances and adjoining highways; 

• Timing of construction activities, including delivery times and removal of waste; 

• Provision of sufficient on-site car parking 

• Consultation and complaint management with local business and residents; 
 
We are seeking further opportunities for consultation with regard to the Construction Management 
 Plan to ensure that whilst the works are undertaken, local residents and businesses are not affected 
and the road remains safe to use. 
 
Play Area - the Parish Council using funds allocated from the Dandara Phase 1 development 
commissioned Broadmead Leisure to repair and upgrade the play equipment and replace the matting 
together with installing three new pieces of equipment – the total cost was c £20,000.  A new play 
area sign will also be installed shortly. 
 
Benches – two new benches have been purchased, one in memory of the late Cyril Berry, a long-
standing resident and Parish Councillor and one on behalf of the estate of the late Maxie Franklin 
and they will be installed over the next few weeks. 
 
Tree Works – following a risk assessment required under the terms of the Parish Council’s insurance 
policy, a number of trees surrounding the village green were identified as requiring attention and 
these works were carried out during the course of 2021. 
 
Village Clean Up – many thanks to all the local residents who volunteered their time on Sunday 20th 
March 2022 to help tidy up the green and clear the stream, following the storms Dudley, Eunice and 
Franklin that swept through the village in February. 
 
Village Sign – I am hopeful two new gateway village signs will be installed sometime over the next 
few months.  These have been kindly funded by Buntingford Town Council. 

 
4.   REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR JEFF JONES 

Cllr Jones gave an account of the of the two humanitarian trips he has made to the Ukraine 

repurposing the Buntingford BCAT minibus to take aid and supplies. 

The first trip taking him to the Polish/Ukrainian border and the second to a distribution centre in the 

Ukrainian city of Lviv to deliver medical supplies donated by a company in Bishop’s Stortford in 

addition to donations from RATS Animal Charity in Hare Street Road. He said the medical aid would 

be distributed to hospitals the next day. He said there had been overwhelming, immediate response 

to the call for suitable goods to assist the Ukrainian people. 

5.        REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR ANDREW HUGGINS 
            No report 
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6. REPORT FROM HERTFORDSHIRE POLICE – PCSO PAUL DEARMAN 
 

 
PCSO Paul Dearman reported that there had been an increase in recorded crime year on year. He 
also reported that the lighting conductor had been stolen from St Mary’s Church in Aspenden. 
PCSO Dearman was also keen to promote the OWL (Online Watch Link) within the village. Cllr 
Blackburn said the Parish Council would work with him to encourage residents to sign up to OWL. 

 
7. REPORTS FROM VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS 

 
Aspenden Standon & Puckeridge Cricket Club - Neil Curtis (ASPCC Secretary) 
Aspenden Standon & Puckeridge cricket club enjoyed a full Saturday league season in 2021.  A very 
welcome change after the covid pandemic significantly curtailed the number of fixtures in 2020.   
The club play in Cambridgeshire Cricket Association Junior Division 2 South.  A modest start to the 2021 
season saw us languish near the bottom of the nine-team division.  A strong finish with five successive 
victories meant Aspenden finished third in the league although equal on points with Bassingbourn in 
fourth, ahead only due to number of wins.  A 2021 season league record of eight wins, seven losses 
and one weather cancellation was a reasonable reflection on the team's competitiveness.  Some weeks 
it was a struggle to get a full team.  A core of eleven members played 10 or more games with twenty-
two in all turning out in the 15 completed league and 3 friendly matches.   
Only one of the 2021 friendly fixtures was a Sunday game.  Aspenden Standon & Puckeridge cricket 
club hasn't had more than a hand full of Sunday friendly games since 2018 due to limited availability 
of players.  A shame as Sunday games were a great way to introduce new players and for young or 
newly interested people to gain experience.  Never-the-less, we are happy to hear from people 
interested in playing. 
The 2022 season is underway, albeit with a friendly win and three league loses.  The traditional cricket 
tea remains off the menu following covid.  However, this suits the vast majority of playing members at 
the moment. 
The Aspenden village green is a picturesque setting for cricket.  Particular thanks are due to outgoing 
groundsman Rob Devonshire for his hard work in 2021 and his continued support to current pitch 
curator Michael Strange.  The club are thankful for the support of the Pavilion Management 
Committee, the Parish Council for sharing the considerable cost of regular mowing of the green during 
the summer months, and the support of villagers.  Good natured heckling from the benches around 
the green is a village tradition. 
We enjoy our matches, win or lose, and particularly welcome talking through the ups and downs of 
village cricket at The Fox after games. 
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Aspenden Village Fund – Steve Parlor (Treasurer Aspenden Village Fund) 
The Aspenden Village Fund (AVF) charity was entered onto the Register of Charities on 14 October 
2019. Registered Charity Number: 1185788.  
 
The Purposes and Objects of the AVF are: 
1. The advancement of community development - to promote rural regeneration and local 
volunteering; 
2. The advancement of health and saving of lives; 
3. The relief of those in need, by reasons of ill-health, disability or other disadvantage.  
 
AVF attempts to raise funds to: 
1. Organise and run the Aspenden village Fete. 
2. Help with maintenance and improvement of a children’s play area on the Village Green. 
3. Donate to other selected Charities which have a connection to the Village and its residents, such as 
Parkinson’s UK and the Royal Papworth Hospital Charity.  
 
The AVF is run by a committee of 7 volunteers, five of which are long term residents of the Village. Of 
these, four are appointed Trustees, two of which are long term residents of the Village and two have 
a long-standing connection to the Village. A member of the committee is also Chair of the Parish 
Council.  
 
In order to carry out our Purposes, the AVF will organise local village events (i.e., Aspenden Autumn 
Ball) to raise funds in order to help with the organisation and running costs of the annual Village 
Fete. Unfortunately, due to ongoing COVID measures and restrictions it was decided by the Committee 
to suspend 2022 planning of a Ball until 2023. The Aspenden Village Fund Charity submitted a 
Trustees Annual Report and Financial Report to the Charities Commission in Jan 2022 to cover period 
14 Oct 19 to 31 Mar 21.  
 
Watch out for updates on the Aspenden Village FB page or Village Notices. Anyone interested in either 
volunteering to help with the organisation of the Ball or who would like to be a named Sponsor of the 
event can contact: Steve Parlor Treasurer Aspenden Village Fund STEPHEN.PARLOR@sky.com Mobile: 
07792 204571 

 
The Fox Petanque Team – Steve Parlor 
The Fox Petanque Team is a Petanque team representing the Fox Pub in Aspenden. We are one of 12 
teams competing in one division within the Independent Petanque League. Details on the League; 
results, schedule of games, rules etc. can be found on the Independent Petanque League website. We 
normally play our matches on a Wednesday evening; either home or away, from 8-11pm, from Mar-
Sep. Each Team within the League will play etc. a Home and Away match against each of the opposing 
teams. In addition to league matches, the league also runs a Knock Out competition; including a Plate 
competition for the first-round losers. The Fox Petanque Team Captain is Steve Parlor who selects his 
weekly team of 6 from a squad of 16-20 persons. Selection is mainly made on availability rather than 
talent…whilst we want to naturally win, we don’t take ourselves too seriously. The publican of the Fox, 
Mr Robert Devonshire, kindly provides the gravel piste at the pub. He also, makes available to the 
teams whilst playing refreshments and a post-match light meal.  
 
Since the arrival of COVID-19 and subsequent lockdowns from Mar 2020 the Petanque League had 
suspended its activity until March 2022. We are currently 4 matches into our scheduled programmed 
of 24 games and the team is doing well. 
 
Anyone interested in being part of The Fox Petanque team can contact me 
at  STEPHEN.PARLOR@sky.com or 07792 204571.  
 

 

mailto:STEPHEN.PARLOR@sky.com
http://independentpetanqueleague.weebly.com/
mailto:STEPHEN.PARLOR@sky.com
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Pavilion Committee – Gordon Devonshire (Chairman) 
Chairman Gordon Devonshire 
Treasurer/Secretary Steve Merriman 
There have been no meetings of this committee during the past twelve months, primarily due to the 
lingering effects of the Covid pandemic. 
The only users of the pavilion in the last twelve months have been ASPCC and they have generally left 
the building in good clean and tidy condition after use although they have needed some prompting to 
ensure rubbish is not left from week to week. 
The Pavilion is currently in a reasonable condition. Repairs were carried out in 2021 to the front and 
rear weather boards that had been vandalised and the entire exterior was repainted. There have been 
other bits of external damage caused by vandals which have been repaired as required, these have all 
been reported to the local police via 101. The flooring in the WC’s needs replacing, this is in hand. The 
changing room showers will need to be replaced in the near future. 
We have continued to cut grass around the play equipment and around the outer edge of the green 
and have maintained some small plant and machinery to enable this to be done 
The Charity Commission trustees report is current. 
I have discussed briefly with Richard Blackburn the options for the ongoing management of the Pavilion 
as, although we are both willing to help in practical ways, neither myself nor Steve Merriman wish to 
continue in any official capacity any longer than is necessary. 

 
8. OPEN SESSION 

Two residents of the new Dandara development attended the meeting and expressed their wish to 
get involved in the local community and volunteered their services. Cllr Blackburn thanked them for 
attending and said he was sure their services would be called upon for future projects in Aspenden.  

 
There being no questions or further business the Annual Parish Meeting closed at 7.40pm and was 
followed by the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. 

 

 

Signed ___________________________________________________ 
 

 
Date _____________________________________________________ 

 


