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MINUTES of the Aspenden Parish Council meeting held REMOTELY VIA ZOOM on Monday 14th September 
2020 at 7.00pm. 
 
Present   Cllr Richard Blackburn (Chairman) Cllr Thomas Poulton (Vice Chairman) 
   Cllr Andrew Huggins   Cllr Steve Kennedy 
   County Councillor Jeff Jones (attended for first 30 minutes) 

1 member of the public (joined the meeting at 8.00pm) 
 
Officer attending  Denise Anderson (Clerk) 
 
APOLOGIES 
20.60 Apologies were received from Cllr Devonshire who had work commitments   
 It was resolved to approve Cllr Devonshire’s absence. 
 Apologies were received from Cllr Chambers who was on holiday  
 It was resolved to approve Cllr Chambers’ absence. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
20.61 None 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
20.62 Cllr Jones took this opportunity to provide an update as he had to leave the meeting after 30 minutes 
as he was due to attend another Parish Council meeting. 
Watermill Household Waste Recycling Centre 
Cllr Jones said he had received a lot of communications about the Watermill Household Waste Recycling 
Centre not being open. He explained the reason was due to fact that social distancing couldn’t be 
implemented and the impact on traffic. If in the unlikely event social distancing measures were abandoned 
then it could be opened. He said it was not fit for purpose and had no room for improvement to meet the 
needs of the growing town of Buntingford. He stated he was pushing the Executive Member of the County 
Council for another site and that the Buntingford Business park seemed an ideal site. He reported that the 
new supersite in Ware would open on 19th October 2020. 
Covid-19 
Cllr Jones reported some worrying Covid-19 outbreaks in Dacorum and Hertsmere as well as 37 individuals 
related to one company in Welwyn Garden City/Hatfield who were being isolated. He added that £110million 
had been spent on Covid-19 in Hertfordshire with some more monies expected from Government. 
Village Sign 
Cllr Jones said he had no further information. He had sought permission for the the new signage and had 
chased Highways. Cllr Blackburn added that Cllr Bonner from Buntingford Town Council was dealing with the 
haulage company who had caused the damage. 
 
Cllr Blackburn asked for Cllr Jones’s (with his District Councillor’s hat on) feedback on the new proposed 
Dandara development. Cllr Jones stated that following consultation things may change and that he would 
like to see more work on the Aspenden Road to make it safe. He added he would also like to see further 
works on the London Road junction with a possible roundabout as with 80+ new dwellings there would be 
potentially an increase of 250 vehicles using the junction. He said that after the Planning Application had 
been submitted there was the opportunity for consultation feedback to be submitted on all these matters. 
Cllr Kennedy stated he felt traffic lights would be better than a roundabout but Cllr Jones said that as few 
traffic lights as possible to prevent urbanization was preferable. The question was asked as to why London 
Road was 40mph in a built-up area. Cllr Jones stated it was the old A10 and due to the width of the road. He 
added that residents of Fairfield were campaigning for the Aspenden Road to be 20mph which he agreed 
with. 
 
Cllr Jones left the meeting. 
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MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
20.63 The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd June 2020, having been circulated previously, were before 
the meeting and signed as a correct record. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
20.64 Aspenden Parish Council Chairman’s Report (September 2020) 
I am pleased to report that the new Parish Council Website is up and running www.aspendenpc.org.uk and 
our thanks goes to Denise Anderson, our Parish Clerk, for handling this project.   As part of this upgrade new 
parish council email addresses have also been created and will be in use following the meeting on the 14th 
September. 
 
We have also taken delivery of two new rubbish bins for the Village Green and these will be installed shortly 
– our thanks to Jeff Jones as the purchase was funded through his Locality Budget. 
 
The Village sign at the entrance to Aspenden was recently knocked over and a replacement will hopefully be 
installed soon – it is being funded by the Buntingford Civic Society, together with costs recovered from the 
haulage company responsible for the damage.  
 
A replacement Village Notice Board has also been ordered and we expect delivery shortly – it will be erected 
in a similar position, although it will be placed so that it is easier to access and read.   
 
The Village Green play area was re-opened in July following the partial relaxation of Government lock-down 
restrictions and appropriate notices have been put in place asking users to observe and adhere to the current 
social distancing guidelines. 
 
The Parish Council has submitted its comments to the A10 Buntingford Roundabout Upgrade Consultation 
expressing concern that no improvements are being proposed to address the queuing traffic from London 
Road onto the Roundabout. 
 
Disappointingly Dandara, the developers of “Keepers Chase”, look set to submit a further planning 
application for an additional 23 houses on the site adjacent to Phase 1.   The Parish Council have seen a draft 
of the proposals and a number of Councillors attended a public consultation event on the 10th September 
and expressed their concerns, in particular over the proposed highway improvements.  Concern was also 
expressed about the lack of notification of the public consultation given to village residents – the developers 
only leafleting immediate neighbours on Fairfield and the Watermill Industrial Estate, despite village 
residents being the most affected by the development.   
 
PARISH COUNCIL DOCUMENTATION 
20.65 Revised wording on Aspenden Parish Council Financial Regulations 
The change in wording from January to September would allow any changes or recommendations to be 
factored into the Budget proposal for November of the same year. 
 
Resolved to revise the wording of Financial Regulation 4.4 The salary budgets are to be reviewed at least 
annually in September for the following financial year.  
 
FINANCE 
20.66 Finance report and payments authorised 
To receive the finance report. The report is an appendix to the minutes. 
20.67 Parish Council Business Premium Account 
The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had a savings account that currently held £643.27 and attracted a 
quarterly interest of 0.17 pence.  
 
Resolved to close the Business Premium Account and transfer the balance into the Aspenden Parish Council 
Community Account. 

 

http://www.aspendenpc.org.uk/
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20.68 Budget Requirements 2021 -2022 
Any increase to the Precept would be driven by the results of the Village Survey which unfortunately coincided 
with the Covid-19 lockdown. It was felt appropriate to wait until Government restrictions were lifted before 
further discussions with Aspenden residents as well as being mindful of people’s personal circumstances. 
 
PLANNING 
20.69 Planning Report  
To receive the updated Planning Report. The report is an appendix to these minutes. 
 

3/20/0788/VAR Aura Westmill Hertfordshire SG9 9LA  Approved 

 
20.70 Planning Applications since the Parish Council Meeting 22nd June 2020 
 

3/20/1333/HH  Ash House The Street Aspenden 
Buntingford Hertfordshire SG9 9PE 

There was no objection to this Planning 
Application by the Parish Council 

Approved 

3/20/1167/VAR  Buttermilk Hall Farm Baldock Road 
Buntingford Hertfordshire  

The Parish Council objected to this 
Planning Application 

 

 
20.71 Planning Applications 

3/20/1691/HH  Hawthorns The Street Aspenden 
Buntingford Hertfordshire SG9 9PB  

There was no objection to this Planning Application by the 
Parish Council 

 

20.72 Dandara Public Meeting Feedback 

Cllr Blackburn covered this in his Chairman’s report but added that his previous comments on the proposals 
had not changed as a result of what he heard at the meeting. 
Cllr Huggins said he spoke to the manager and stated he couldn’t support the current proposals and that he 

would press EHDC for investment in the Parish facilities. 

HIGHWAYS 
20.73 Village Sign 
This agenda item is covered within the Chairman’s report and within Cllr Jones’s update. 
 
PARISH MATTERS 
20.74 Aspenden Bridleway 5 
Cllr Blackburn stated he had emailed HCC to no avail. Cllr Huggins said he would follow this up. 
 
At 8.00pm a local resident joined the Parish Council meeting and was allowed to make their representations. 
There was a question regarding the additional 23 homes at the Dandara site when it had been stated that 
the Dandara development would be the last development. Cllr Huggins stated that limited infill can be applied 
for at any time and the original 56/65 Dandara homes were part of the Development Plan and the further 23 
homes were infill development. The resident suggested that there was to be a further 200 homes 
development behind the Cricket pitch and the A10. Cllr Huggins stated that the new Planning Laws would 
make it easier to apply and that the development the resident referred to was on the other side of the bypass 
and could be potentially for 300/400 new homes. 
The resident stated that the Buntingford group promoting the 20mph speed limits should include Aspenden. 
The matter of the playground was raised. Cllr Blackburn explained that Section 106 monies, a £17,000 
contribution to improve the Aspenden play equipment was due and a similar request would be made as a 
result of the Phase 2 development. 
The resident’s last point was regarding the ‘fly tipping’ at Buttermilk Hall Farm and stated that it was in breach 
of Article 12 of the original planning consent. Cllr Huggins said he would raise this with the Head of Planning. 
The resident left the meeting. 
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20.75 Children’s Playground Annual Inspection Report 
The Annual Playground Inspection Report was before the Council, having been circulated prior to the 
meeting. There were four issues categorised as a Moderate Risk one being damage to the safety surface 
under the roundabout All other areas were identified as Low or Very Low Risk. 
 
Resolved that Cllr Blackburn and the Clerk will discuss a plan of action to address these issues and the Clerk 
will contact Broadmead Leisure for a quote to repair the damaged safety surface. 
 
20.76 Defibrillator Rota 
It was agreed that Cllr Blackburn would create a Rota and distribute to Councillors. 
 
20.77 Parish Council Village Survey 
This was discussed earlier in the meeting but it was felt inappropriate to follow up in the current situation 
and that in the Spring/Summer 2021 this could be conducted properly. 
 
20.78 River Rib 
Cllr Huggins reported that they were now more organised and had a newsletter. They were working on the 
river in Buntingford removing the Hogweed and Himalayan Balsam. Cllr Poulton reported that they had 
removed it on their land as it was taking over and that they had contacted the Environment Agency to no 
avail. It was agreed this could now be removed from the Agenda and Cllr Huggins could provide updates 
when relevant. 
 
20.79 Tree Survey 
Cllr Blackburn stated that following advice from the Parish Council’s insurance company Aspenden Parish 
Council should have a tree survey carried out on the trees under their jurisdiction. 
 
Resolved that the Clerk will contact J.W. Salmon to request they carry out a tree survey. 
 
20.80 Village CCTV 
This will be included as part of the Village Survey in the new year. 
 
20.81 Village Green and Pavilion Committee 
Cllr Blackburn reported he had been unable to progress this any further but it would remain in the Agenda. 
 
20.82 Village Green Benches 
It was reiterated that the Annual Playground Inspection Report had picked up on the condition of some 
benches. The Parish Council are awaiting the wording for the bench they intend to purchase in memory of 
Cyril Berry. 
 
20.83 General Village Matters 
Cllr Blackburn stated that Lakeside were having a bonfire on Sunday morning and burning waste in their 
garden. Residents had reported it to him and he had spoken to the occupants. 
 
CLERK’S PAY and HOURS 
20.84 
 
Resolved to implement the NALC Scale Point (SCP) increase and back date to 1st April 2020, pay the overtime 
worked by the Clerk and raise the Clerk’s hours to an additional 1.5 hours per month. 
 
CLERKS REPORT AND CORRESPONDANCE 
20.85 Clerks Report 
Ongoing issues with the collection of the Litter Picker’s rubbish sacks. This has had to be reported to EHC on 
numerous occasions. Cllr Huggins stated that he would make a formal complaint. 
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Correspondence  
Buntingford First School Consultation Letter. 
Email from Citizens Advice East Herts requesting a donation to their work. 
Email from Essex and Herts Air Ambulance requesting a donation to their work. 
The Council were not in a position to make a donation to either organisation as they do not have sufficient 
monies to do so. 
Police Report – the Clerk will put this on the Parish Council website. 
 
Resolved the Clerk would order a poppy wreath for the Parish Council for Remembrance Day. 
 
DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 
All meetings take place in The Fox Public House at 8.00pm unless otherwise stated. 
 
The next meeting will be reviewed in line with government restrictions at the time. Information would be put 
on the noticeboard and website. 
 

Date  Meeting 

Monday 16th November 2020 Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 8th February 2021 Parish Council Meeting 

 
The meeting closed at 8.45pm 
 

 
Signed ___________________________________________________ 
 

Date ___________________________________________________ 


